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More than 700 exhibitors competing at 

Built Ford Tough AQHYA World Championship Show 

  
Arizona Parker has chosen not to ride through life alone. Through her love for horses she has 
lifted many military veterans into the saddle with her through volunteer efforts. 
  
However, Parker had no idea that unselfish desire to think of others first would lead her to 
Section 8 housing in Phoenix, Ariz. She was certainly not prepared for what she would see. 
  
Parker of Scottsdale, Ariz., is among more than 700 exhibitors – including those from 45 states 
and several nations – who have gathered at State Fair Park in Oklahoma City for the 2015 Built 
Ford Tough American Quarter Horse Youth Association World Championship Show through 
Saturday.  
  
This is the major event for American Quarter Horse exhibitors ages 18 and under around the 
world. The show began a nine-day run on Friday and has an estimated economic impact of more 
than $9.8 million to the Oklahoma City-area economy, according to the AQHYA. 
  
But priceless are the stories of kindness and character these exhibitors bring with them. Parker is 
a tremendous example.  
  
Parker, who just turned 19, is a former Arizona Quarter Horse Youth Association president and 
vice president. She also served as an AQHYA Region 7 director. 
  
“The second I became a Region 7 director, I knew that I had to give back to the community, 
especially because it was even larger than the state position that I had and I was so proud to have 
it,” she said. “I really wanted to try to increase AQHYA membership and I thought it would be a 
great way to bring in new members while also getting them to help me give back to the 
community.  
 
“I’ve always been strong on community service because my parents (Steve and Sunny Parker) 
have taught me to always give back without expecting anything in return. I just feel as a horse 
person I’m so privileged to be able to have horses and show when so many people can’t even 
afford food. So I feel it’s my obligation to give back to them.”  
  
But there’s more to it than that. The Parkers had a very close family friend who went off to war. 
  



“He was like my brother,” Parker said. 
  
When he returned he had “severe PTSD and he distanced himself from the family and he wasn’t 
the same for several years.” 
  
He got help and over time the friendship with the family has been rekindled. 
  
“I don’t want this to happen to other people. Troops don’t deserve this at all for their service that 
they have given to our country,” said Parker, who will be a sophomore at Scottsdale Community 
College this year. “So we tried to find an organization that would give back to the troops. My 
mom found an organization called Rally Point Arizona. Essentially Rally Point Arizona is an 
organization which provides a complete continuum of care to veterans and their families.” 
  
Arizona decided to help Rally Point Arizona by establishing food drop-off boxes to collect items 
for disadvantaged veterans and their families.  
  
“We wanted to know how to help so we contacted Rally Point and they said that some of the 
greatest causes of stress for these veterans are that they are unemployed and they can’t afford 
food and supplies for their families or for themselves, let alone own a house,” Parker said. “They 
said they could always use more supplies.” 
  
Parker wanted to find a way to relate her effort to horses. She contacted a Boot Barn Western 
Wear store and a Staples office supply store in Scottsdale. 
  
“We thought there are a lot of horse people who go into these stores and they could learn about 
AQHYA, while also dropping off food for these veterans,” she said. 
  
The manager of the Boot Barn store she contacted was a Vietnam War veteran. He was 
extremely excited about the idea. The boxes worked well there and now there are three 
participating locations. 
  
But Arizona’s involvement goes beyond the boxes in the stores. That’s where the Section 8 
housing comes in. 
  
Rally Point Arizona invited Parker to go along to drop off some of the food she had collected.  
  
“This veteran had suffered some brain damage from the war and he was really struggling and he 
lived in Section 8 housing in Phoenix,” Parker said. “I just decided to go because I thought it 
would be good to see a veteran that needs help, so they took me along with them and when we 
got to this place, I was just absolutely shocked to see so many kids running around. 
 
“When we collected our boxes and went upstairs, there were a bunch of little kids running 
around outside and they said ‘Oh my God we have food!’ That was just really hard and I broke 
down in tears and those weren’t even the people we were helping. We did give some of our food 
to them as well, but it was just so hard.” 
  



The group went into the apartment. It was so bare it looked as if the couple and their child had 
just moved in, according to Parker.  
  
“We opened up the fridge and the pantry and there was absolutely nothing,” Parker said. “He 
was so grateful when we brought in the food. He started crying, his wife started crying, it was 
just a very emotional moment.” 
“It’s just really hard for me to believe that we have so many people like that in our country who 
have given so much by defending our freedom and then they come home and they end up like 
this. We were able to completely fill their pantry and their fridge with food and give them 
housing supplies. Staples has been great in providing toiletry items and cleaning supplies for us. 
That memory has stuck with me and even though my position as a director has ended I intend to 
continue to give back to these veterans and their families.” 
  
Parker’s efforts have so touched those around her that this week at the AQHYA World 
Championship Show, Rally Point presented her with an Outstanding Service Award buckle and 
plaque. 
  
In addition to her efforts with veterans she has also joined others in outreach to children at a 
hospital in her home state, she has participated in Toys for Tots at Christmas and she held a 
clinic in Phoenix at Horse Lovers Park to “get people who aren’t really in the horse industry to 
become a part of our industry.” 
  
By choosing to not ride alone in life, Parker said it helps her to keep a focus on others. 
  
“I really think it increases my humility and brings me back down to earth,” Parker said. “It’s so 
easy to forget that some people don’t have anything. It makes me very appreciative of the things 
that I have.” 
  
Parker is competing at the 2015 Built Ford Tough American Quarter Horse Youth Association 
World Championship Show in Western Horsemanship, Hunt Seat Equitation and Hunter Under 
Saddle. 
  
Exhibitors make their way to State Fair Park in Oklahoma City after qualifying for the event by 
earning a predetermined number of points to compete in each of the classes representing halter, 
English and western disciplines. 
  
More than 2,150 entries from the United States, Australia, Canada, Germany, Luxembourg, 
Norway, Sweden and United Kingdom are competing for 35 world championships at this year’s 
event which continues through Saturday. 
  
This year’s show features 709 exhibitors and 1,024 horses. 
  
Partners for the AQHYA World Championship Show include: Ford, Bank of America, B&W 
Trailer Hitches, Farnam, John Deere, Justin Boots, Markel, Merial, Montana Silversmiths, 
Nutrena, Professional’s Choice, Cripple Creek, SmartPak, WeatherBeeta, Wrangler and Zoetis.  
  



Sponsors of the event AQHYA World Championship Show include: Noble Outfitters, Metro 
Golf Cars, Oklahoma State Fair Park, Oklahoma City Convention & Visitors Bureau. 
  
  
For results and live video coverage of the Built Ford Tough American Quarter Horse Youth 
Association World Championship Show go to aqha.com/youthworld .  
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AQHA First Vice President Sandy Arledge, Arizona Parker and AQHA Youth Activities Chairman Rebecca 

Halvorson participate in recognition at Parade of Teams on August 2 at State Fair Park in Oklahoma City. 

Please credit photo, The American Quarter Horse Journal. 

 

Arizona Parker of Scottsdale, Ariz. is shown with her 10-year-old bay mare Coloured Assets at the 2015 

Built Ford Tough American Quarter Horse Youth Association World Championship Show. 


