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Rabies Precautions Urged by Oklahoma Dept. of Agriculture 

 

The Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry (ODAFF) is encouraging 

rabies vaccinations for family pets, horses and show animals. 

 

Rabies is a virus that can only infect mammals and is carried by skunks and bats which 

serve as the reservoir species in Oklahoma.  Rabid animals spread rabies to other animals 

or people primarily through a bite.  Direct contact with the saliva or nervous tissue of a 

rabid animal can also result in exposure to rabies.  Although dogs and cats are most 

commonly thought of as getting infected with rabies, livestock species may also be 

infected.  

 

In Oklahoma, the disease is actually more common in livestock but may not always be 

recognized. A sudden change in orientation and aggressive behavior are recognizable 

symptoms in carnivores like dogs.  In horses, cattle, and other livestock species, the 

disease more typically presents as loss of appetite, limb paralysis, abdominal straining, or 

difficulty swallowing without the typical dramatic symptom of aggressive, biting 

behavior. For a complete list of symptoms, go to 

http://www.oda.state.ok.us/ais/rabiemanagementlivestock.pdf.  

 

ODAFF staff veterinarian Justin Roach, D.V.M. recommends vaccinating all pets, horses 

and exhibition or show animals. 

 

“As we move toward show season, Oklahoma youth will be having daily contact with 

livestock that are susceptible,” Roach said. “That’s why it is important for all owners to 

properly vaccinate their animals and prevent the spread of this disease.” 

 

Prevention includes deterring wildlife from contacting livestock, pets and people.  Take 

measures to prevent skunks from denning near homes and livestock. The best way to 

monitor for this disease is to take note of unusual animal behavior.  A lethargic animal 

that is usually lively should be noted.  Similarly, an animal that is usually sociable and 

gets along with others in a herd may suddenly become aggressive. 

 

If symptoms are observed, avoid looking in the animal’s mouth and contacting saliva.  

Call a veterinarian to examine the animal. Municipalities vary on whether dogs, cats, and 

ferrets must be vaccinated every year or every three years, but pet vaccination against 

rabies is required statewide for animals once they are four months of age. 
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