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Learn details about the inaugural St. Jude Barrel Jam, benefitting children battling 

pediatric cancer, other life-threatening diseases 

Event is anticipated to attract guests from around the country 

 

     OKLAHOMA CITY – St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital®, the Lazy E Arena and the 

Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry will host a press conference to 

announce an inaugural event called the St. Jude Barrel Jam at 10 a.m. on Thursday, July 30, in 

the Blue Room of the State Capitol Building on 2300 N. Lincoln Blvd. 

 

    This is the first sanctioned St. Jude Barrel Jam and a new national program serving the barrel 

racing segment of the equestrian community. When barrel racers of the St. Jude Barrel Jam at the 

Lazy E Arena take to the clover leaf pattern on October 2-4, they will not only race against the 

clock but more importantly, they will be helping children battling cancer and other life-

threatening diseases at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 

 

     The owners of the event venue, Lazy E Arena, hope this is the beginning of a longstanding 

relationship with St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 

 

     St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital is leading the way the world understands, treats and 

defeats childhood cancer and other life-threatening diseases. Unlike any other hospital, the 

majority of funding for St. Jude comes from individual contributions. Thanks to generous 

donors, families never receive a bill from St. Jude for treatment, travel, housing or food – 

because all a family should worry about is helping their child live. 

 

     The mission of St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital is simple: finding cures and saving 

children. One reason the St. Jude mission is relevant to donors and sponsors everywhere is 

because St. Jude freely shares its discoveries, so one child saved at St. Jude means doctors and 

scientists can use that knowledge to save thousands more children. 

 

     Among the press conference speakers are: Oklahoma Secretary of Agriculture Jim Reese, and 

Lazy E Ranch & Arena owners Micah and Leslie McKinney. 

 

     Also on hand will be: Blayne Arthur, Deputy Commissioner for the Oklahoma Department of 

Agriculture, Food, and Forestry; Oklahoma Senator Ron Justice; Cody Moseley and Laurie 



Fuller with the City of Guthrie; Greg “Heady” Coleman, Guthrie Chamber CEO; Cathy 

Williams-White, Director of Edmond CVB; Dan Wall, General Manager of the Lazy E Arena, 

and Robert Simpson, Lazy E Arena Director of Events, Marketing and Sponsorship. 

 

     The Lazy E Arena opened in 1984 and was purchased by the McKinney family in 2013 to 

maintain its reputation as the world’s premier western entertainment facility. The building sits 

southeast of Guthrie and northeast of Edmond/Oklahoma City and the main arena floor is 70,400 

square feet, making it the largest indoor rodeo arena in the world. Lazy E Arena has hosted 

world champions, world championships, diverse sporting events, concerts, trade shows, wedding 

receptions and more, including the National Little Britches Rodeo Association Finals to be held 

there from 2016 to 2020. 

  

Press Conference Agenda 

I. Welcome by Jim Reese, Oklahoma Secretary of Agriculture 

II. Introductions 

III. St. Jude Barrel Event Overview 

IV.  Lazy E Arena Participation, Owners Micah and Leslie McKinney 

V.  Questions/Comments 

VI.  Closing Remarks by Jim Reese, Oklahoma Secretary of Agriculture  

 

*Spokespeople will be available for interviews following the press conference. 
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