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Ag in the Classroom receives gift

The positive influences organizations or individuals can have on others are seemingly endless.
Take for example Friday’s gift to the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry’s
(ODAFF) Ag in the Classroom program.

Financially, Oklahoma Ag in the Classroom received gifts from Chisholm Trail Farm Credit,
Farm Credit of East Central Oklahoma and CoBank totaling an impressive $20,000.

The way those organizations look at it, plant $20,000 today and the benefits those gifts will
potentially yield in the lives of Oklahoma’s students are priceless.

The presentation of the financial gifts was held at the ODAFF building, 2800 N Lincoln Blvd.
Chisholm Trail Farm Credit gave $5,000 to Ag in the Classroom, Farm Credit of East Central
Oklahoma provided $5,000 and CoBank matched those gifts, with a $10,000 gift.

“We are planning to use part of the funds to develop financial literacy cards for middle school
and high school,” said Dana L. Bessinger, Ag in the Classroom State Coordinator. “We are
starting to expand our curriculum into high school. We are also going to use some of it to be able
to take a few more teachers than we have in the past to our national conference.”

Butch McComas, Chief Executive Officer of Chisholm Trail Farm Credit and Farm Credit of
East Central Oklahoma, and representatives of ODAFF participated in the presentation.

“Ag in the Classroom teaches kids where their food and fiber comes from, how it’s produced,
who produces it and what goes into the production of their food and fiber. They will in turn be
leaders down the road and they need to know the source of their food and fiber,” McComas said.

Oklahoma Ag in the Classroom is a joint project of Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service, 4-
H Youth Development, ODAFF, and the Oklahoma State Department of Education. The purpose
of Oklahoma Ag in the Classroom is to help familiarize Oklahoma school children with
Oklahoma's food and fiber industry.

If you are interested in contributing to Oklahoma Ag in the Classroom, or learning more about
the program, please contact Dana L. Bessinger, Ag in the Classroom State Coordinator, (405)
795-0121, or go to www.agclassroom.org/ok.
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Photo captions:

Representatives of Chisholm Trail Farm Credit, Farm Credit of East Central Oklahoma, CoBank,
Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service, 4-H Youth Development, Oklahoma Dept. of
Agriculture, Food and Forestry, and the Oklahoma State Department of Education gathered to
present a $20,000 check to the Ag in the Classroom program. A portion of the funds will be used
to create financial literacy cards for middle school and high school students.

(I-r) Butch McComas, Dana Bessinger and Cheri Long discuss plans for a $20,000 gift presented
to the Ag in the Classroom program for its financial literacy program aimed at middle and high
school students in Oklahoma. McComas is Chief Executive Officer of Chisholm Trail Farm
Credit and Farm Credit of East Central Oklahoma, two of the gift’s donors. Bessinger and Long
are coordinators for the agricultural education program.



