
OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD, 

AND FORESTRY 
2800 N. Lincoln Boulevard               Oklahoma City, OK 73105-4912 

 

PRESS RELEASE: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
November 30, 2015 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: 

Michelle Finch-Walker, 580-236-1021, michelle.finch@ag.ok.gov 

 

Oklahoma Forestry Services advises caution in dealing with storm damaged trees 

What do you do if you have tree damage from the recent ice storm? Oklahoma Forestry 

Services is advising that those impacted follow three basic steps in caring for damaged 

trees, including practicing safety, having patience and knowing how and when to get 

expert help. 

“The most important thing for people to know is that safety comes first and we urge 

caution around any damaged trees,” said State Forester George Geissler. “We also 

encourage people to have patience, because some trees that look extremely damaged can 

actually survive.” 

Working around damaged trees is dangerous. Homeowners choosing to work on their 

own trees need to take the following precautions: 

• Wear safety gear, especially a hard hat when working under a damaged tree 

• Don’t work on ice-coated branches – let the ice melt first 

• Never climb a ladder with a chain saw 

• Don’t climb into a heavily damaged tree 

• Never touch any tree that is near electrical wires 

Will your tree survive? Trees that have damage to half or less of the crown (the branches 

that make up the top of the tree) have a chance of survival. Oklahoma Forestry Services 

encourages homeowners to properly remove broken or cracked branches and monitor 

trees to see if these lightly damaged trees will survive. 

Hiring a qualified arborist is highly recommended for getting tree work done properly 

and safely. Professional arborists know how to prune and remove branches to ensure the 

best possible result for your tree. Be sure to hire an arborist that is certified, insured and 

bonded. Don’t hire anyone who prescribes topping or cutting off the crown of the tree, as 

this is never recommended. 

For more information about assessing, pruning and caring for storm damaged trees, visit 

Oklahoma Forestry Services’ website at http://www.forestry.ok.gov or call 405-522-

6158. 
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About Oklahoma Forestry Services 

Oklahoma Forestry Services, a division of the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, 

Food and Forestry, is committed to conserving, enhancing and protecting Oklahoma’s 

12.5 million acres of forests and woodlands. Since 1925, Oklahoma Forestry Services has 

worked with individuals and communities throughout the state to create resilient 

landscapes, fire-adaptive communities and provide wildfire response. Headquartered in 

Oklahoma City, the division also has regional offices in Goldsby, Broken Bow, 

Wilburton and Tahlequah.  For more information, visit http://www.forestry.ok.gov.  


