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CARCASS DISPOSAL OPTIONS

1. RENDERING
2. LANDFILLS
See landfill list enclosed.

3. BURIAL - (See attached State Statutes & Rules and Applicable NRCS Fact Sheet
addressing this method)

The general carcass burial disposal guidelines follow:

a. Burial of dead livestock requires the construction of a pit.

b. Do not locate the burial pit closer than one foot (1') vertically above the flood plain, or
within two feet (2') of the water table or bedrock.

¢. Do not locate the burial pit within three hundred feet (300°) of wells, waters of the slate,
neighboring residences, public areas, or property lines.

d. After placing the deads in the trench, cover the deads with a minimum of two and a half
feet (2 ¥2') of lopsoil. Inspect burial sites routinely to ensure that wild animals are nol
digging and dragging deads away.

e. Also, refer to the Criminal Code of the Oklahoma Statutes (enclosed).

4. INCINERATION

Open-air incineration of carcasses Is not allowed, unless the animal died of any contagious
or infectious disease. Self-contained, closed incinerators and air curiain incinerators are
allowed.

5. COMPOSTING

Please nole that licensed Concenirated Animal Feeding Operations and Registered Poultry
Feeding Operations must receive permission from the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture,
Food, and Forestry (ODAFF), Agricultural Environmental Management Services (AEMS)
Division (405/522-4659) prior to composting or burial (only exception is if AWMP allows for

composting).
Jeremy Seiger, Director
AEMS Division
jeremy.selger@ag.ok.qov
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CARCASS DISPOSAL

This Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Foad, and Forestry (ODAFF), Agricultural
Environmental Management Services (AEMS) Division's booklet describes animal and poultry
carcass disposal options and requirements. Contents include: Title 2 § 2-18.1 — Oklahoma
Criminal Statutes; portions of the Oklahoma Agriculture Codes and Rules; recommendations
and guidelines from USDA NRCS pamphlets and codes, other state's carcass disposal
practices and recognized, published scientific documents.

OKLAHOMA STATUTES
TITLE 21 CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS

Section 1222 — Duty to Dispose of Domestic Animals Dying of a Contagious or Infectious
It shall be the duty of the owner of any domestic animat in the Stale of Oklahoma, which may
hereafter die of any contagious or infectious disease, either to burn the carcass thereof or bury
the same within twenty-four (24) hours after ha has notice or knowledge of such fact so that no
part of such carcass shall be nearer than two and one-half (2 %) feet of the surface of the soil.
provided, That all hogs dying of any disease shall be bumed. It shali further be unlawful to bury
any such carcass as mentioned in this section in any land along any stream or ravine, where it
is liable to become exposed through erosion of the soil, or where such land is any time subject
to overflow. “Owner”, as used in this section, shall mean and include any person having
domestic animals in his possession, either by reason of ownership, rent, hire, loan, or otherwise,
and shall be subject to all the pains and penalties of this arlicle.

Section 1223 - Leaving Carcass in Certain Places

It shall be unlawfu! for any person {o leave or deposit, or cause to be deposited or left the
carcass of any animals, chicken or other fowl, whether the same shall have died from disease or
otherwise, in any well, spring, pond or stream of water; or leave or deposil the same within one-
fourth (1/4) mile of any occupied dwelling or of any public highway, without burying the same as
provided in the preceding section of this act.

Section 1224 - Penalty
Every person who violates the two preceding sections, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
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Oklahoma Statutes Citationized

Title 2. Agriculture
> Chapter 1 — Agriculture Code
= Arlicle Article 2 — State Board of Agricullure
+ Seclion 2-18.1 — Pollution of Air, Land, or Waters Unlawful — Powers of Board
- Orders, Penalties

A. It shall be unlawful and a violation of the Oklahoma Agricultural Code for any person to

cause pollution of any air, land or waters of the state by persons which are subject to the
jurisdiction of the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry pursuant to
the Oklahoma Environmental Quality Act.

If the State Board of Agriculture finds that any of the air, land, or waters of the siale
which are subject to the jurisdiction of the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food,
and Forestry pursuant to the Oklahoma Environmental Quality Act have been or are
being polluted, the Board shall make an order requiring that the pollution cease within a
time period determined by the Depariment, or require a manner of treatment or of
disposition of the waler or other polluting material as may in the judgment of the Board
be necessary to prevent further pollution. In addition, the Board may assess an
administrative penalty pursuant to Section 2-18 of this title. The person to whom the
order is directed shall fully comply with the order of the Board and pay any fine and costs
assessed.

C. 1. Manure shall not be defined as or be considered a hazardous substance or

hazardous waste as those terms are defined by state law.
2, For purposes of this subsection, “manure™ means any feces, urine, urea, or other
excrement from livestock and shall also only include:
a) associated nonhazardous bedding, compost, raw materials, or other
nonhazardous malerials commingled with the excrement,
b) nonhazardous process water associated with the excrement or materials, or
¢) nonhazardous byproducts, constituents, or substances contained in or originating
from the excrement, materials, or process waler.
3. This subseclion shall not be construed to affect or limit the applicability of any other
provision of the Oklahoma Agriculture Code.

< QOklahoma Statutes Citationized

Title 27A, Environment and Naturai Resources
> Chapter 1 — Oklahoma Environmental Quality Act
= Article Article 1 — Environmental Agencies
+« Section 1-1-201 -~ Definitions

10. “Pollution” means the presence in the environment of any substance, contaminant or

pollutant, or any other alteration of the physical, chemical or biological properiies of the
environment or the release of any liquid, gaseous or solid substance into the
environment in quantities which are or will likely create a nuisance or which render or will
likely render the environment harmful or detrimental or injurious to public health, safety
or welfare, or to domestic, commercial, industrial, agricultural, recreational, or other
legitimate beneficial uses, or to livestock, wild animals, birds, fish or other aquatic life, or
to property.

NOTE -~ Interpretation: No animal or poullry carcasses are allow to lay in air, land, or waters of
the state and naturally decompose. Carcasses should be properly disposed of by one of the
methods listed on the front page of this document.
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Oklahoma Criminal Statutes
Title 21 O.S. §1222, 1223, 1224

Oklahoma's criminal statutes require the following:

O it shall be unlawful to bury any carcass in any land along any
stream or ravine, where it Is liable to become exposed through
erosion of the soil, or where land is any time subject to
overfiow.

O It shall be unlawful for amy person to leave or deposit the
carcass of any animal, chicken or other fowl, whether it shall
have died from disease or otherwise, in any well, spring, pond
or stream of water; or leave or deposit the same within one~
fourth (1/4) mile of any occupled dwelling or of any public
highway, without burying.

O Every person who violates the two preceding sections, shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor.
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Landowner

Handling Catastrophic Animal Losses (Burial Method)

DEALING WITH CATASTROPHIC LOSSES

Montality is a normal part of animal operations. Normal
moriality should be addressed with composters or other
appropriale carcass disposal methods. This fob sheet
addressas only catastrophic iosses due to natural
events. Catastrophic losses due to disease must be
reported (o the State Veterinarian and the Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS). For assistance
in dealing with normal monality, contact your local NRCS or
Conservalion District offica.

BEFORE DISPOSAL BEGINS

Proper disposal of carcasses Is imporiant o prevent
livestock disease iransmission and to protect air and water
quality. The Oklahoma Depariment of Agriculture, Food,
and Forestry (ODAFF) requires licansed confined animal
feeding operations (CAFO's) and regisiered poultry feeding
operations to have plans for handling losses of normal
mortality and calastrophic fosses. Intheeventol a
catastrophic loss, ODAFF should be notified before
beginning carcass disposal.

METHODS OF DISPOSAL

There ara various methods available for handling
calastrophic losses - landfill, incineration, field composting,
rendering, and burial are all acceplable methads of
disposal. This job sheet describes the burial methed of
disposal. Not avery method will work on every farm.
Contact your local NRCS or Conservation District office o
assist In finding out which methods could ba used on your
farm.

Disposal by Bursial

Burial of dead animals requires a backhoe or other
trenching machine for construction of a pit in preparation of
recelving carcasses.

General considerations for using busial pits

« Do not locate the burial pit closer than 1 foot vertically
above the flacd plain; or the botlom of the burial pit
within 2 feel of a waler {able or bedrock,

= Do not locate the burial pil within 300 feet of wells,
springs, streams, neighboring residences, or pubiic
areas,

«  Burial pit bottoms shall be relalively level. Length of
burial pits may be limited by soil suitabllity and slope.
if more than one pit is required, they shall be separated
by a minimum of 3 feet of undisturbed or compacted
clay sofl,

+ Do not locate the burial pit where surface waler runafi
could enter the pit.

* Do not locale the burial pit whera soil erosion could
deteriorate the pit or caver matenal.

Using NRCS Soll Interpratations

Each local NRCS office maintains a listing of suitability for
burial by map unit soil component. Each soil that is
mapped In the county will fall into one of the lollowing
calegories:

« Not Limited - Soils are adequate for burial. These
are the preferred areas for locating burial pits.

+ Someawhat Limited - Soils may be used for burlal, as
long as ihe limiling consideralions are addressed.

s Very Limited — Socils are not adequate for burial. No
buria! pits may be consirucled in these solls.
Alternative melhods of disposal will ba required if these
ara the only avaitable solls on the farm.

Site sullabiiity for catastrophic loss pils must be completed
in the field by NRCS personnal,

PROCEDURES FOR USING BURIAL PITS

=  Dig a trench al least four feet wide ta a minimum depth
of 3 feel. Maximum verlical rench wall is 4 feel. For
trenches deeper than 4 feet verical, ihe earthen wall
shall be sloped back at 2 feet horizonlal and 1 foot
vertical.

¢ Begin placing animals in one end of the pit. One layer
of carcasses will be followed with a minimum depth of
soll equal to the carcass depth, not o exceed 3 layers
of carcasses and coverad wilth a minimum of 2 1/2 feet
of soil above the Iast layer. For pouitry, multiple layers
of carcasses can be used, not to excaed two feetin
thickness.

= As the animals begin lo decay, it may be necessary io
place additional soll material in areas thal subside.

s Vegelate the fill areas or insure that vegelation
establishes naturally.

OVERCOMING LIMITATIONS

Not all soils located on a farm may be suited for burial
wilhout adequately addressing the limitations thal prevent
dead animals from being disposed by burial in an
envionmentally scund manner. The following limitations
may be identified for your soils. Each limiiation presenled
also lisis procedures for overcoming those limitations. In
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some cases, lhere may be multiple limitations that must be
addressed for a given soil or location.

Slope — Overhead waler must be diverled around the burial
lacation by the use of short diversions.

Depth to Rack ~ The battom of the pit musl be kept
shaliow and adequate valume created by “mounding” of
sidewalls above original ground elavation, Cover over
carcasses must consist of a minimum of 2 1/2 feet of soil.

Flooding — Dikes must be installed to keep floodwaters out
of burial area.

Fragments or Stones - There are no specific construction
requirements lo meet, but difficulty will ba encountered
during mechanical excavation of pit,

Apparent Water Table — Mounding, as lisled in Depth to
Rock.

Parched Water Table — There are various methods
available for addressing perched waler tables.

These include;
¢ Mounding, as listed in Depth lo Rock.

» Providing drainage of the perched water lable with
perforated drainage pipe to open drainage ditches
{The integrity of the buriat pit must be maintained and
the pit, with ils protective soil tayer, must bae lefl
undisturbed wilh the installation of any drainage
system,)

* Sealing off perched zones with compacted backfill.

+ Using a 30 ml geosynthetic containment liner,
overlapping at the lop.

Typical Burial Pit Cross Section

Minimum
trench depth
of 3 feet. Pils
deeper than 4
feet will have

Final layer will be 2 minimum of 2 1/2 feal of sod

Altemnale layers of

trench walls
sloped back

carcasses wilh equal
depth of soil between
carcass layers

I Batiom of pit s al least 2 {eet above water lable or bedrock

The Unilad Stalas Department of Agriculiure (USDA) prohibits discriminalion in ils programs on ihe basis of race, calor, nalional origin, sex,
refiglon, age, disabllity, polifica! beliefs and marilal or famitial stalus (Not ali prohibited bases apply to all programs ) Persons with disabilities

who require alternalive means for communication of program information (Braiila, large print, audiotape. eic ) should contact USDA's TARGET
Cenler at 202-720-2600 {voice and TDD).

To lile a complaini, wrila tha Sacretary of Agriculiure, U.S, Depariment of Agriculiure, Washington. D C 20250 or call 1-800-245-8340 (voice) or
{202)720-1127 (TDD). USDA is an equal employment opporiunity employer
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