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(4) Any other numbering system 
approved by the Administrator for the 
identification of animals in commerce. 
* * * * * 

Premises identification number (PIN). 
A nationally unique number assigned by 
a State, Tribal, andlor Federal animal 
health authority to a premises that is, in 
the judgment of the State, Tribal, and! 
or Federal animal health authority, a 
geographically distinct location from 
other premises. The premises 
identification number is associated with 
an address, geospatial coordinates, and! 
or location descriptors which provide a 
verifiably unique location. The premises 
identification number may be used in 
conjunction with a producer's own 
livestock production numbering system 
to provide a unique identification 
number for an animaL It may also be 
used as a component of a group/lot 
identification number. The premises 
identification number may consist of: 

(1) The State's two-letter postal 

abbreviation followed by the premises' 

assigned number; or 


(2) A seveuNcharacter alphanumeric 

code, with the right-most character 

being a check digit. The check digit 

numbar is based upon the ISO 7064 

Mod 36/37 check digit algorithm. 

* * * * * 
.3. In part 55, subpart B is revised to 
read as follows: 

Subpart B-Chronlc Wasting Disease Herd 

Certification Program 

Sec. 
55.21 Administration. 
55.22 Participation and enrollment. 
55.23 	 Responsibilities of States and 


enrolled herd owners. 

55.24 Herd status. 
55.25 Animal identification. 

Subpart B-Chronlc Wasting Disease 
Herd Certification Program 

§ 55.21 Administration. 
The CWD Herd Certification Program 

is a cooperative effort between APHIS, 
State animal health and wildlife 
agencies, and deer, elk, and moose 
owners. APHIS coordinates with these 
State agencies to encourage deer, elk, 
and moose owners to certify their herds 
as low risk for CWD by being in 
continuous compliance with the CWD 
Herd Certification Program standards. 

§55.22 Participation and enrollment. 
(a) Participation by States. Any State 

that operates a State program to certify 
the CWO status of deer, elk, or moose 
may request the Administrator to 
designate the State program as an 
Approved State CWD Herd Certification 
Program. The Administrator will 
approve or disapprove a State program 

in accordance with § 55.23{aJ. In States 
with an Approved State CWD Herd 
Certification Program, program activities 
will be conducted in accordance with 
the guidelines of that program as long as 
the State program meets the minimum 
requirements of this part. A list of 
Approved State CWO Herd Certification 
Programs may be obtained by writing to 
the National Center for Animal Health 
Program, VS, APHIS, 4700 River Road 
Unit 43, Riverdale, MD 20737-1235. 

(b) Participation by owners. Any 
owner of a farmed or captive deer, elk, 
or moose herd may apply to enroll in an 
Approved State CWD Herd Certification 
Program by sending a written request to 
the appropriate State agency. Subject to 
the availability of appropriated funds 
for a Federal CWO Herd Certification 
Program, the owner may apply to the 
APHIS veterinarian in charge if no 
Approved State CWD Herd Certification 
Program exists in the herd's State. 
APHIS or the State will determine the 
herd's eligibility, and if needed will 
require the owner to submit more 
details about the herd animals and 
operations. An application for 
participation may be denied if APHIS or 
the State determines that the applicant 
has previously violated State or Federal 
laws or regulations for livestock, and 
that the nature of the violation indicates 
that the applicant may not faithfully 
comply with the requirements of the 
CWD Herd Certification Program. If the 
enrolling herd is a CWONpositive herd or 
CWD-exposed herd, immediately after 
enrollment it must begin complying 
with a herd plan developed in 
accordance with § 55.24. After 
determining that the herd is eligible to 
participate in accordance with this 
paragraph, APHIS or the appropriate 
State agency will send the herd owner 
a notice of enrollment that includes the 
herd's enrollment date. Inquiries 
regarding which herds are participating 
in the CWD Herd COI'l ification Program 
and their cerlification should be 
directed to the State representative of 
the relevant State. 

(1) Enrollment date. With the 
exceptions listed in this paragraph, the 
enrollment date for any herd that joins 
the CWD Herd Certification Program 
after August 13, 2012 will be the date 
the herd is approved for participation. 

(i) For herds already participating in 
State CWD programs, the enrollment 
date will be the first day that the herd 
participated in a State program that 
APHIS subsequently determines 
qualifies as an Approved State CWD 
Herd Certification Program in 
accordance with § 55.23(a) of this part. 

(iiJ For herds that enroll directly in 
the Federal CWD Herd Certification 

Program, which is allowed only when 
there is no Approved State CWD Herd 
Certification Program in their State and 
which is subject to the availability of 
appropriated funds, the enrollment date 
will be the earlier of: 

(A) The date APHIS approves 
enrollment; or 

(B) If APHIS determines that the herd 
owner has maintained the herd in a 
manner that substantially meets the 
conditions specified in § 55.23{b) for 
herd owners, the first day that the herd 
participated in such a program. 
However, in such cases the enrollment 
date may not be set at a date more than 
3 years prior to the date that APHIS 
approved enrollment of the herd. 

(iii) For new herds that were formed 
from and contain only animals from 
herds enroIled in the CWD Herd 
CertifIcation Program, the enrollment 
date will be the latest enrollment date 
for any source herd for the animals. 

(2) [Reserved) 
(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579-0237) 

§ 55.23 Responsibilities of States and 
enrolled herd owners. 

(a) Approval of State programs and 
responsibilities of States. In reviewing a 
State program's eligibility to be 
desi.gnated an Approved State CWO 
Herd Certification Program, the 
Administrator will evaluate a written 
statement from the State that describes 
the State's CWD control and deer, elk, 
and moose herd certification activities 
and that cites relevant State statutes, 
regulations, and directives pertaining to 
animal health activities and reports and 
publications of the State. In determining 
whether the State program qualifies, the 
Administrator will determine whether 
the State: 

(1) Has the authority, based on State 
law or regulation, to restrict the 
intrastate movement of all CWDN 
positive, CWD~suspect, and CWD­
exposed animals. 

(2) Has the authority, based on State 
law or regulation, to require the prompt 
reporting of any animal suspected of 
having CWD and test results for any 
animals tested for CWD to State or 
Federal animal health authorities. 

(3) Has, in cooperation with APHIS 
personnel, drafted and signed a 
memorandum of understanding with 
APHIS that delineates the respective 
roles of the State and APHIS in CWD 
Herd Certification Program 
implementation. 

(4) Has placed all known CWD­
positive, CWDNBxposed, and CWD­
suspect animals and herds under 
movement restrictions, with movement 
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of animals from them only for 

destruction or under permit. 


(5) Has effectively implemented 

policies to: 


(i) Promptly investigate all animals 

reported as CWD-suspect animals; 


(ii) Designate herds as CWD-positive, 
CWD-exposed, or CWD-suspect and 
promptly restrict movement of animals 
from the herd after an APHIS employee 
or State representative determines that 
the herd contains or has contained a 
CWD-positiv8 animal; 

(iii) Remove herd movement 
restrictions only after completion of a 
herd plan agreed upon by the State 
representative, APHIS. and the owner; 

(iv) Conduct an epidemiologic 
investigation of CWD-positive, CWD­
exposed. and CWD-suspect herds that 
includes the designation of suspect and 
exposed animals and that identifies 
animals to be traced; 

(v) Conduct tracebacks ofCWD~ 
positive animals and traceouts of CWD­
exposed animals and report any out-of­
State traces to the appropriate State 
promptly after receipt of notification of 
a CWD-positive animal; and 

(vi) Conduct tracebacks based on 

slaughter or other sampling promptly 

after receipt of notification of a CWD­

positive animal at slaughter. 


(6) Effectively monitors and enforces 
State quarantines and State reporting 
laws and regulations for CWD. 

(7) Has designated at least one State 
animal health official, or has worked 
with APHIS to designate an APHIS 
official, to coordinate CWD Herd 
Certification Program activities in the 
State. 

(8) Has programs to educate those 
engaged in 1he interstate movement of 
deer, elk, and moose regarding the 
identification and recordkeeping 
requirements of this part. 

(9) Requires, based on State lawaI' 
regulation, and effectively enforces 
identification of all animals in herds 
participating in the CWD Herd 
Certification Program; 

(10) Maintains in the CWD National 
Database administered by APHIS, or in 
a State database approved by the 
Administrator as compatible with the 
CWD National Database, HIe State's: 

(0 Premises informat.ion and assigned 
premises numbers; 

(ii) Individual animal information on 
all deer, elk, and moose in herds 
participating in the CWD Herd 
Certification Program in the State; 

(iii) Individual animal information on 
all out-of-State deer, elk, and moose to 
be traced; and 

(iv) Accurate herd stat.us data. 
(11.) Requires that tissues from all 

CWD-exposed or CWO-suspect animals 

that die or are depopulated or otherwise 
killed be submitted to a laboratory 
authorized by the Administrator to 
conduct official CWO tests and requires 
appropriate disposal of the carcasses of 
CWD-positive, CWD-exposed, and 
CWD-suspect animals. 

(b) Ilesponsibilities of enrolled herd 
owners. Herd owners who enroll in the 
CWO Herd Certification Program agree 
to maintain their herds in accordance 
with the fol1owing conditions: 

(1.) Each animal in the herd must be 
identified using means of animal 
identification specified in § 55.25. All 
animals in an enrolled herd must be 
identified before reaching 12 months of 
age. In addition, all animals of any age 
in an enrolled herd must be identified 
before being moved from the herd 
premises. In addition, all animals in an 
enrolled herd must be identified before 
the inventory required under paragraph 
(b)(4) of this section, and animals found 
to be in violation of this requirement 
during the inventory must be identified 
during or after the inventory on a 
schedule specified by the APHIS 
employee or State representative 
conducting the inventory; 

(2) The herd premises must have 
perimet.er fencing adequate to prevent 
ingress or egress of cervids. This fencing 
must also comply with any applicable 
State regulations; 

(3) Tile owner must immediately 
report to an APHIS employee or State 
representative all animals that escape or 
disappear, and all deaths (including 
animals killed on premises maintained 
for hunting and animals sent to 
slaughter) of deer, elk, and moose in the 
herd aged 12 months or older; Except 
that, APHIS employees or State 
representatives may approve reporting 
schedules other than immediate 
notification when herd conditions 
warrant it in the opinion of both APHIS 
and the State. The report must include 
the identification numbers of the 
animals involved and the estimated 
time and date of the death, escape, or 
disappearance. For animals that die 
(including animals killed on premises 
maintained for hunting and animals 
sent to slaughter), the owner must 
inform an APHIS or State representative 
and must make the carcasses of the 
animals available for tissue sampling 
and testing in accordance with 
instructions from the APHIS or State 
representative. In cases where animals 
escape or disappear and thus are not 
available for tissue sampling and 
testing, or when the owner provides 
samples that are of such poor qualit.y 
1hat they cannot be tested for CWD, an 
API-lIS representative will investigate 
whether the unavailability of animals or 

usable samples for testing constitutes a 
failure t.o comply with program 
requirements and will affect the herd's 
status in the CWD Herd Certification 
Program; 

(4) The owner must maintain herd 
records that include a complete 
inventory of animals that states the 
species, age, and sex of each animal, the 
date of acquisition and source of each 
animal that was not born into the herd, 
the date of disposal and destination of 
any animal removed from the herd, and 
all individual identification numbers 
(from tags, tattoos. electronic implants, 
et.c.) associated with each animal. Upon 
request by an APHIS employee or Stat.e 
representative. the owner must allow 
either of these officials or a designated 
accredited veterinarian access to the 
premises and herd to conduct an 
inventory. The owner will be 
responsible for assembling, handling, 
and restraining the animals and for all 
costs incurred to present the animals for 
inspection. The APHIS employee or 
State representative may order either an 
inventory that consists of review of herd 
records with visual examination of an 
enclosed group of animals. or a 
complete physical herd inventory with 
verificat.ion to reconcile all animals and 
identifications with the records 
maintained by the owner. In the latter 
case, the owner must present the entire 
herd for inspection under conditions 
where the APHIS employee, State 
representative, or accredited 
veterinarian can safely read all 
identification on the animals. During 
inventories, the owner must cooperate 
with the inspector to resolve any 
discrepancies to the satisfaction of the 
person performing the inventory. 
Inventory of a herd will be conducted 
no more frequently than once per year, 
unless an APHIS employee, State 
representative, or accredited 
veterinarian determines that. more 
frequent inventories are needed based 
on indications that the herd may not be 
in compliance with CWD Herd 
Certification Program requirements. A 
complete physical herd inventory must 
be performed on a herd in accordance 
with this paragraph at the time a herd 
is enrolled in the CWD Herd 
Certification Program; Except that, 
APHIS may accept a complete physical 
herd inventory performed by an APHIS 
employee, State representative, or 
accredited veterinarian not more than 1 
year before the herd's date of enrollment 
in the CWD Herd Certification Program 
as fulfilling the requirement for an 
initial inventory. In addition, a 
complete physical herd inventory must 
be performed for all herds enrolled in 
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the CWD Herd Certification Program no 
more than 3 years after the last complete 
physical herd inventory for the herd; 

(5) If an owner wishes to maintain 
separate herds, he or she must maintain 
separate herd inventories, records, 
working facilities, water sources, 
equipment, and land use. There must be 
a buffer zone of at least 30 feet between 
the perimeter fencing around separate 
herds, and no commingling of animals 
may occur, Movement of animals 
between herds must be recorded as if 
they were separately owned herds; 

(6) New animals may be introduced 
into the herd only from other herds 
enrolled in the CWD Herd Certification 
Program. If animals are received from an 
enrolled herd with a lower program 
status, the receiving herd will revert to 
that lower program status. If animals are 
obtained from a herd not participating 
in the program, then the receiving herd 
will be required to start over in the 
program. 
(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579-(237) 

§55.24 Herd status. 
(a) Initial and subsequent status. 

When a herd is first enrolled in the 
CWD Herd Certification Program, it will 
be placed in First Year status; except 
that, if the herd is composed solely of 
animals obtained from herds already 
enrolled in the Program, the newly 
enrolled herd will have the same status 
as the lowest status of any herd that 
provided animals for the new herd. If 
the herd continues to meet the 
requirements of the CWD Herd 
Certification Program, each year, on the 
anniversary of the enrollment date the 
herd status will be upgraded by 1 year; 
Le., Second Year status, Third Year 
status, Fourth Year status, and Fifth 
Year status. One year from the date a 
herd is placed in Fifth Year status, the 
herd status will be changed to Certified, 
and the herd will remain in Certified 
status as long as it is enrolled in the 
program, provided its status is not lost 
or suspended in accordance with this 
section. 

(b) Loss or suspension of herd status. 
(1) If a herd is designated a CWD­
positive herd or a CWD-exposed herd, it 
will immediately lose its program status 
and may only reenroll after entering into 
a herd plan. 

(Z) If a herd is designated a CWD­
suspect herd, a trace back herd, or a 
trace forward herd, it will immediately 
be placed in Suspended status pending 
an epidemiologic investigation by 
APHIS or a State animal health agency. 
If the epidemiologic investigation 
determines that the herd was not 

commingled with a CWD-positive 
animal, the herd will be reinstated to its 
former program status, and the time 
spent in Suspended status will count 
toward its promotion to the next herd 
status level. 

(i) If the epidemiologic investigation 
determines that the herd was 
commingled with a CWD-positive 
animal, the herd will lose its program 
status and will be designated a CWD­
exposed herd. 

(ii) If the epidemiological 
investigation is unable to make a 
determination regarding the exposure of 
the herd, because the necessary animal 
or animals are no longer available for 
testing (Le., a trace animal from a 
known positive herd died and was not 
tested) or for other reasons, the herd 
status will continue as Suspended 
unless and until a herd plan is 
developed for the herd. If a herd plan 
is developed and implemented, the herd 
will be reinstated to its former program 
status, and the time spent in Suspended 
status will count toward its promotion 
to the next herd status level; Except 
that, if the epidemiological investigation 
finds that the owner of the herd has not 
fully complied with program 
requirements for animal identification, 
animal testing, and recordkeeping, the 
herd will be reinstated into the CWD 
Herd Certification Program at the First 
Year status level, with a new enrollment 
date set at the date the herd entered into 
Suspended status. Any herd reinstated 
after being placed in Suspended status 
must then comply with the 
requirements ofthe herd plan as well as 
the requirements of the CWD Herd 
Certification Program. The herd plan 
will require testing of all animals that 
die in the herd for any reason, 
regardless of the age of the animal, may 
require movement restrictions for 
animals in the herd based on 
epidemiologic evidence regarding the 
risk posed by the animals in question, 
and may include other requirements 
found necessary to control the risk of 
spreading CWD. 

(3) If an APHIS or State representative 
determines that animals from a herd 
enrolled in the program have 
commingled with animals from a herd 
with a lower program status, the herd 
with the higher program status will be 
reduced to the status of the herd with 
which its animals commingled. 

(c) Cancellation of enrollment by 
Administmtol'. The Administrator may 
cancel the enrollment of an enrolled 
herd by giving written notice to the herd 
owner, In the event of such cancellation, 
any herd enrolled in the CWD Herd 
Certification Program by that herd 
owner may not reach Certified status 

until 5 years after the herd owner's new 
application for enrollment is approved 
by APHIS, regardless or the status of the 
animals of which the herd is composed. 
The Administrator may cancel 
enrollment after determining that the 
herd owner failed to comply with any 
requirements of this subpart. Before 
enrollment is canceled, an APHIS 
representative will inform the herd 
owner of the reasons for the proposed 
cancellation. 

(l) Herd owners may appeal 
designation of an animal as CWD­
positive, cancellation of enrollment of a 
herd, or loss or suspension of herd 
status by writing to the Administrator 
within 10 days after being informed of 
the reasons for the action. The appeal 
must include all of the facts and reasons 
upon which the herd owner relies to 
show that the reasons for the action are 
incorrect or do not support the action. 
Specifically, to appeal designation of an 
animal as CWD-positive, the owner may 
present as evidence the results of a DNA 
test requested and paid for by the owner 
to determine whether previous official 
CWD test results were correctly 
associated with an animal that belonged 
to the owner. If the owner intends to 
present such test results as evidence, he 
or she shall request the tests and state 
this in the written notice sent to the 
Administrator. In such cases the 
Administrator may postpone a decision 
on the appeal for a reasonable period 
pending receipt of such test results. To 
this end, laboratories approved under 
§ 55.8 are authorized to conduct DNA 
tests to compare tissue samples tested 
for CWD to samples from tissues that 
were collected at the same time from the 
same animal and are attached to an 
official identification device. Such DNA 
tests are available only if the animal 
owner arranged to submit animal tissue 
attached to an official identification 
device along with the other tissues that 
were collected for the official CWD test. 
The Administrator will grant or deny 
the appeal in writing as promptly as 
circumstances permit, stating the reason 
for his or her decision. If the 
Administrat.or grants an appeal of the 
status of a CWD-positive animal, the 
animal shall be redesignated as CWD­
suspect pending further investigation to 
establish the final status of the animal 
and its herd. If there is a conflict as to 
any material fact, a hearing will be held 
to resolve the conflict. Rules of practice 
concerning the hearing will be adopted 
by the Administrator. 

(2) [Reserved] 
(d) Herd status of animals added to 

herds. A herd may add animals from 
herds with the same or a higher herd 
status in the CWD Herd Certification 

http:Administrat.or


Federal Register I Vol. 77, No. 114 IWednesday, June 13, 2012/Rules and Regulations 35569 

Program with no negative impact on the 
certification status of the receiving 
herd,li If animals are acquired from a 
herd with a lower herd status, the 
receiving herd reverts to the program 
status of the sending herd. If a herd 
participating in the CWD Herd 
Certification Program acquires animals 
from a nonparticipating herd, the 
receiving herd reverts to First Year 
status with a new enrollment date of the 
date of acquisition of the animal. 
(Approved by the Office ofManagement and 
Budget under control number 0579-0237.) 

§ 55.25 Animal Identification. 
Each animal required to be identified 

by this subpart must have at least two 
forms of animal identification attached 
to the animal. One of the animal 
identifications must be official animal 
identification as defined in this part, 
with a nationally unique animal 
identification number that is linked to 
that animal in the CWD National 
Database or in an approved State 
database. The second animal 
identification must be unique for the 
individual animal within the herd and 
also must be linked to that animal and 
herd in the CWO National Database or 
in an approved State database. The 
means of animal identification must be 
approved for this use by APHIS, and 
must be an electronic implant, flank 
tattoo, ear tattoo, tamper-resistant ear 
tag, or other device approved by APHIS. 
(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget undor control number 0579--(237) 

• 4. Part 81 is revised to read as follows: 

PART 81-CHRONIC WASTING 

DISEASE IN DEER, ELK, AND MOOSE 


Sec. 
81.1 Definitions. 
81.2 	 Identification of deer, elk, alld moose 


in interstate commerce. 

81.3 General restrictions. 
81.4 Issuance of certificates. 
81..5 	 Movement of deer, elk, or moose 


through a State to another State. 

81.6 	 Fedora} preemption of Stnte and local 

laws and regulations with respect to 
CWD. 

Authority: 7 U,S,C. 8301-6317; 7 CFR 
2.22,2.80, and 371.4, 

§ 81.1 Definitions. 
These definitions are applicable to 

this part: 
Accredited veterinarian. A 

veterinarian approved by the 
Administrator in accordance with part 
161 of this chapter to perform functions 

f> Noto that in additiolJ to this requirement, § 81.3 
of this chapter restricts the intel'state movement of 
farmed mId captive doer, elk, and moose based on 
thoil' status ill the CWD Herd Certificution Pl'o!,'l'am. 

specified in subchapters B, C, and D of 
this chapter. 

Administrator. The Administrator, 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service, or any person authorized to act 
for the Administrator. 

Animal. Any farmed or captive deer, 
elk, or moose. 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service (APHIS). The Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service of the United 
States Derartment of Agriculture. 

Anima identification. A device or 
means of animal identification approved 
for use under this part by APHIS, 
Examples of animal identification 
devices that APHIS has approved are 
listed in § 55,25 of this chapter. 

Animal identification number (AIN). 
A numbering system for the official 
identification of individual animals in 
the United States. The AIN contains 15 
digits, with the first 3 being the country 
code (840 for the United States), the 
alpha characters USA, or the numeric 
code assigned to the manufacturer of the 
identification device by the 
International Committee on Animal 
Recording. 

APHIS employee. Any individual 
employed by the Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service who is 
authorized by the Administrator to do 
any work or perform any duty in 
connection with the control and 
eradication of disease, 

Cervid. All members of the family 
Cervidae and hybrids, including deer, 
elk, moose, caribou, reindeer, and 
related species, For the purposes of this 
part, the term "cervid" refers 
specifically to cervids susceptible to 
CWO. These are animals in the genera 
Odocoileus, Cervus, and Alces and their 
hybrids, i.e., deer, elk, and moose. 

C;'hronic wasting disease (CWD). A 
transmissible spongiform 
encephalopathy of cervids. Clinical 
signs in affected animals include, but 
are not limited to, loss of body 
condition, behavioral changes, excessive 
salivation, increased drinking and 
urination, depression, and eventual 
deatb. 

CWD Herd Certification Program. The 
Chronic Wasting Disease Herd 
Certification Program established in part 
55 of this chapter. 

Deer, elk, and moose. All animals in 
the genera Odocoileus, Cervus, and 
Alces and their hybrids. 

Farmed or captive, Privately or 
publicly maintained or held for 
economic or other purposes within a 
perimeter fence or confined area, or 
captured from a wild population for 
interstate movement and release. 

National Uniform EaJ'tagging System. 
A numbering system for the official 

identification of individual animals in 
the United States providing a nationally 
unique identification number for each 
animal. The National Uniform 
Eartagging System employs an eight- or 
nine-character alphanumeric format, 
consisting of a two-number State or 
territory code, followed by two or three 
letters and four additional numbers. 
Official APHIS disease control programs 
may specify which format to employ. 

Official animal identification. A 
device or means of animal identification 
approved for use under this part by 
APHIS to uniquely identify individual 
animals. Examples of approved official 
animal identification devices are listed 
in § 55.25 of this chapter. The official 
animal identification must include a 
nationally unique animal identification 
number that adheres to one of the 
following numbering systems: 

(1) National Uniform Eartagging 
System. The CWD program allows the 
use of either the eight-character or nine­
character format for cervids. 

(2) Animal identification number 

(AIN). 


(3) Premises-based number system, 
The premises-based number system 
combines an official premises 
identification number (PIN), as defined 
in this section, with a producer's 
livestock production numbering system 
to provide a unique identification 
number. The PIN and the production 
number must both appear on the official 
tag. 

(4) Any other numbering system 
approved by the Administrator for the 
identification of animals in commerce. 

PJ'emises identification number (PIN). 
A nationally unique number assigned by 
a State, Tribal, andlor Federal animal 
health authority to a premises that is, in 
the judgment of the State, Tribal, andl 
or Federal animal health authority, a 
geographically distinct location from 
other premises. The premises 
identification number is associated with 
an address, geospatial coordinates, and I 
or location descriptors which provide a 
vel'ifiably unique location. The premises 
identification number may be used in 
conjunction with a producer's own 
livestock production numbering system 
to provide a unique identification 
number for an animal. It may also be 
used as a component of a group/lot 
identification number. The premises 
identification number may consist of: 

(J) The State's two-letter postal 
abbreviation followed by the premises' 
assigned number; or 

(2) A seven-character alphanumeric 
code, with the right-most character 
being a check digit. The check digit 
number is based upon the ISO 7064 
Mod 36/37 check digit aJgorithm. 
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§ 81.2 IdentlHcatlon of deer, elk. and 
moose In Interstate commerce. 

Each animal required to be identified 
by this part must have at least two forms 
of animal identification attached to the 
animal. The means of animal 
identification must be approved for this 
use by APHIS, and must be an 
electronic implant, flank tattoo, ear 
tattoo, tamper-resistant ear tag, or other 
device approved by APHIS. One of lbe 
animal identifications must be an 
official animal identification as defined 
in this part, with a nationally unique 
animal identitication number that is 
linked to that animal in the CWD 
National Database or in an approved 
State database. The second animal 
identification must be unique for the 
individual animal within the herd and 
also must be linked to that animal and 
herd in the CWD National Database 01' 

in an approved State database. 
(Approved by the Office of Managoment and 
Budget under control number 0579-(237) 

§ 81.3 General restrictions. 

No farmed or captive deer, elk. or 
moose may be moved interstate unless 
it meets the requirements of this section. 

(a) Animals in the CWD Herd 
Certification Program. The captive deer, 
elk. or moose is: 

(1) Enrolled in the CWD Herd 
Certification Program and the herd has 
achieved Certified status in accordance 
with § 55.24 of this chapter; and 

(2) Is accompanied by a certificate 
issued in accordance with § 81.4 that 
identifies its herd of origin and that 
states that the animal's herd has 
achieved Certified status and that the 
animal does not show c1inicaI signs 
associated with CW)). 

(b) Animals captured for interstate 
movement and release, If the captive 
deer, elk, or moose was captured from 
a wild population for interstate 
movement and release, each animal 
must have two forms of animal 
identification. one of which is official 
animal identification. and the certificate 
issued in aceordance with § 81.4 that 
accompanies the animal must state that 
the source population has been 
documented to be low risk for CWD, 
based on a CWO surveillance program 
in wild cervid populations that is 
approved by the State Government of 
the receiving State and. by API-HS, 

(c) Animals moved to slaughter. The 
farmed or captive deer. elk. or moose 
must be moved directly to a recognized 
slaughtering establishment for slaughter, 
must have two forms of animal 
identification, one of which is official 
animal identification, and must be 

accompanied by a certificate issued in 
accordance with § 81.4. 

(d) Research animal movements and 
permits, A research animal permit is 
required for the interstate movement of 
cervids for research purposes. The 
permit will specify any special 
conditions of the movement determined 
by the Administrator to be necessary to 
prevent the dissemination of CWD. The 
Administrator may, at his or her 
discretion, issue the permit if he or she 
determines that the destination facility 
has adequate biosecurity and that the 
movement authorized will not result in 
the interstate dissemination of CWO, 

(1) To apply for a research animal 
permit, contact an APHIS employee or 
State representative and provide the 
following information: 

(i) The name and address of the 
person to whom the special permit is 
issued, the address at which the 
research cervids to be moved interstate 
are being held, and the name and 
address of the person receiving the 
cervids to be moved interstate; 

(U) The number and type of cervids to 
be moved interstate; 

(iii) The reason for the interstate 
movement; 

(iv) Any safeguards in place to 
prevent transmission of CWD during 
movement or at the receiving location; 
and 

(v) The date on which movement will 
occur, 

(2) A copy of the research animal 
permit must accompany the cervids 
moved, and copies must be submitted so 
that a copy is received by the State 
animal health official and the 
veterinarian in charge for the State of 
destination at least 72 hours prior to the 
arrival of the cervids at the destination 
listed on the research animal permit. 

(e) Interstate movements approved by 
the Administrator, Notwithstanding any 
other provision of this part, interstate 
movement of farmed or captive deer. 
elk, and moose may be allowed on a 
case-by-case basis when the 
Administrator determines that adequate 
survey and mitigation procedures are in 
place to prevent dissemination of CWD 
and issues a permit for the movement. 

§81.4 Issuance of certificates. 
(a) Information required on 

certificates. A certificate must show any 
official animal identification numbers of 
each animal to be moved. A certificate 
must also show the number of animals 
covered by the certificate; the purpose 
for which the animals are to be moved; 
the points of origin and destination; the 
consignor; and the consignee. The 
certificate must include a statement by 
the issuing accredited veterinarian, ' 

State veterinarian, or Federal 
veterinarian that the animals were not 
exhibiting clinical signs associated with 
CWD at the time of examination. The 
certificate must also include a statement 
that the animals are from a herd that has 
achieved Certified status in the CWO 
Herd Certification Program, and must 
provide the herd's program status, with 
the following exceptions: 

(1) Certificates issued for animals 
captured from a wild population for 
interstate movement and release do not 
need to state that the animals are from 
a herd that has achieved Certified status 
in the CWD Herd Certification Program 
but must include the statement required 
in §81.3(b); and 

(2) Certificates issued for animals 
moved directly to slaughter do not need 
to state that the animals are from a herd 
that has achieved Certified st.atus in the 
CWD Herd Certification Program and 
must state that an APHIS· employee or 
State representative has been notified in 
advance of the date the animals are 
being moved to slaughter. 

(b) Animal identification documents 
attached to certificates. As an 
alternative to typing or writing 
individual animal identification on a 
certificate, another document may be 
used to provide this information, but 
only under the following conditions: 

(l) The document must be a State 
form or APHIS form that requires 
individual identification of animals; 

(2) A legible copy of the document 
must be stapled to the original and each 
copy of the certificate; 

(3) Each copy of the document musl 
identify each animal to be moved with 
the certificate, but any information 
pertaining to other animals, and any 
unused space on the document for 
recording animal identification, must be 
crossed out in ink; and 

(4) The following information must be 
typed or written in ink in the 
identification column on the original 
and each copy of the certificate and 
must be circled or boxed, also in ink, so 
that no additional information can be 
added: 

(i) The name of the document; and 
(U) Either the serial number on the 

document or, if the document is not 
imprinted with a serial number, both 
the name of the person who issued the 
document and the date the document 
was issued, 
(Approved by uw Office of Management and 
Budget undor control number 0579-(237) 

§81,5 Movement of deer, elk, or moose 
through a State to another State. 

Farmed or captive deer, elk, or moose 
may be moved through a State or 
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locality whose laws or regulations on 
the movement of those animals are more 
restrictive than this part to another State 
under the following conditions: 

(a) The farmed or captive deer, elk, or 
moose must be eligible to move 
int.erstate under § 81.3, 

(bl The farmed or captive deer, elk, or 
moose must meet the entry 
requirements of the destination State 

listed on the certificate or permit 
accompanying the animaL 

(e) Except in emergencies, the farmed 
or captive deer, elk, or moose must not 
be unloaded until their arrival at their 
destination. 

§ 81.6 Federal preemption of State and 
local laws and regulations with respect to 
CWO. 

State and local laws and regulations 
on farmed or captive deer, elk, or moose 

with respect to CWD that are more 
restrictive than the regulations in this 
part: are not: preempted by this part, 
except as described in § 81.5. 

Done in Washington, DC, this May 31, 
2012. 

Edward Avalos, 
Under Secretary for Markef'ing and Regulatory 
Programs. 
!FR Doc. 2012-14186 Filed 6~12~12; 8:45 am) 
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