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CARCASS DISPOSAL OPTIONS 

 
Disclaimer: If you are referencing this information for mortality related to a registered CAFO, LMFO, or PFO, 

you must follow the disposal methods outlined by your Nutrient Management Plan (NMP). 

 

 

Purpose:  
To ensure Oklahomans have efficient access to mortality management practice options accepted 

by the state. Mortality management practices need to be accessible and efficient in times of loss. 

This document aims to provide Oklahomans with guidance on options you may select if a normal 

or catastrophic mortality occurs for your herd, flock, etc. 

 

Mortality management practices should be planned out ahead of time to make the process easier 

when it occurs. Since mortalities happen for many reasons, having a plan for each situation is 

important. Situations can include natural causes, injuries, disease, and more. 
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Summary of Disposal Options 
   

1. RENDERING  
 

A domestic animal carcass may be disposed of by delivering to a rendering facility within twenty-

four (24) hours of death unless the carcass has been refrigerated or frozen. 

 

2. LANDFILLS 
 

See landfill list enclosed. 

 

3. BURIAL 
(See attached OSU Factsheets BAE-1748 and OSU ANSI-8820 or NRCS Code 368 Fact Sheet 

addressing this method) 

 

The general carcass burial disposal guidelines are as follows: 

 

a.   Burial of a domestic animal carcass requires the construction of a pit. 

 

b.   Do not locate the burial pit closer than one foot (1') vertically above the flood plain, or 

within two feet (2') of the water table or bedrock. 

 

c.   Do not locate the burial pit within three hundred feet (300') of wells, waters of the state, 

neighboring residences, public areas, or property lines. 

 

d.   After placing the dead in the trench, cover the dead with a minimum of two and a half 

feet (2 W) of topsoil. Inspect burial sites routinely, add additional soil, if necessary, to 

ensure that wild animals are not digging and dragging the dead away. 

 

e. The burial pit shall be mounded so water does not pond. Surface rainwater shall be 

directed to flow away from pit.  

 

f.  Also, refer to the Criminal Code of the Oklahoma Statutes (enclosed). 

 

Disclaimer: If you are referencing this information for mortality related to a registered CAFO, 

LMFO, or PFO, you must follow the disposal methods outlined by your Nutrient Management 

Plan (NMP).  

 

4. INCINERATION    
 

Open-air incineration of carcasses is not allowed unless the animal died of any contagious or 

infectious disease. Self-contained, closed incinerator and air curtain incinerators are allowed. 

  

5. COMPOSTING 
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a. The composting process shall be managed at all times to be practically odorless, 

prevent fly larvae development, prevent animal depredation, and prevent leaching of 

waste material which may cause water or soil contamination. 

 

b. A domestic animal carcass shall be reduced to brittle, easily broken bone after 

composting. 

 

c. A minimal peak temperature of 130 degrees Fahrenheit shall be achieved during the 

composting process   to produce pathogen free compost. 

 

6. ABOVE GROUND BURIAL 
 

a. Above ground burial of a domestic animal carcass requires the construction of a 

trench. The trench shall have an approximate depth of 24 inches. There shall be a 

carbon source placed in the trench at an approximate depth of 12 inches. The domestic 

animal carcass shall be placed on the carbon layer and covered with a soil cap. A 

suitable vegetative layer shall be planted or seeded on the soil cap. 

 

b. The domestic animal carcass layer shall be a maximum of two feet deep. 

 

c. An above ground burial trench shall not be located closer than one (1) foot vertically 

above the flood plain or within two (2) feet of the water table or bedrock. 

 

d. An above ground burial trench shall not be located within three hundred (300) feet of 

a well, waters of the state, neighboring residences, public areas, or property lines. 

 

e. An above ground burial trench shall not be located along any stream or ravine where 

a domestic animal carcass may become exposed through erosion of the soil, or where 

the land is at any time subject to overflow. 

 

f. After placing a domestic animal carcass in an above ground burial trench, the carcass 

shall be covered with a minimum of two and one-half (2 ½) feet of soil. If this is not 

attainable, fencing may be required around the trench area to ensure protection from 

animals. 

 

g. An above ground burial trench shall be mounded so water does not pond on the 

mounded area. 

 

h. An above ground burial trench shall be routinely inspected to add additional soil, if 

necessary, and to ensure that animals are not scavenging, digging, or dragging away a 

domestic animal carcass. 

 

i. Surface rainwater shall be directed to flow away or around the above ground burial 

trench.  
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Submitting Concerns/Complaints 
 

a. If you have concerns or complaints regarding improper disposal of animal 

carcasses, complaints can be submitted to the AEMS division. 

 

b. To submit a complaint, please go to: https://ag.ok.gov/aems-complaint-form/ 

 

 
 

  

https://ag.ok.gov/aems-complaint-form/
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OKLAHOMA STATUTES CITATIONIZED 
 

TITLE 21. CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS 
Section 1223 - Leaving carcasses in certain places unlawfully – Disposal of domestic animal 

carcasses 

 

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to leave or deposit, or cause to be deposited or left, the 

carcass of any animal, chicken or other fowl in any well, spring, pond or stream of water; or 

leave or deposit the same within one-fourth (1/4) mile of any occupied dwelling or of any 

public highway, without burying or disposing of the carcass in accordance with the 

recommendations and requirements of the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food, and 

Forestry.  

 

B. It shall be the duty of the owner of any domestic animal in the State of Oklahoma to dispose 

of any carcass within twenty-four (24) hours after notice of the knowledge of the death.  

Disposal shall be in accordance with the recommendations and requirements of the Oklahoma 

Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry.  It shall be unlawful to bury any carcass in 

any land along any stream or ravine where it may become exposed through erosion of the soil, 

or where the land is at any time subject to overflow.  

 

C. "Owner" shall mean and include any person having possession of domestic animals either by 

reason of ownership, rent, hire, loan, or otherwise. 

 

D. Any person who violates this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

 

 

TITLE 2. AGRICULTURE 
Chapter 1 -Agriculture Code 

 

Section 2-18.1 -Pollution of Air, Land, or Waters Unlawful-Powers of Board – Orders - 

Penalties 

 

A.  It shall be unlawful and a violation of the Oklahoma Agricultural Code for any person to cause 

pollution of any air, land, or waters of the state by persons which are subject to the jurisdiction 

of the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry pursuant to the Oklahoma 

Environmental Quality Act. 

 

B. If the State Board of Agriculture finds that any of the air, land, or waters of the state which 

are subject to the jurisdiction of the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry 

pursuant to the Oklahoma Environmental Quality Act have been or are being polluted, the 

Board shall make an order requiring that the pollution cease within a time period determined 

by the Department, or require a manner of treatment or of disposition of the water or other 

polluting material as may in the judgment of the Board be necessary to prevent further 
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pollution. In addition, the Board may assess an administrative penalty pursuant to Section 2-

18 of this title. The person to whom the order is directed shall fully comply with the order of 

the Board and pay any fine and costs assessed. 

C. 1. Manure shall not be defined as or be considered a hazardous substance or hazardous 

waste as those terms are defined by state law. 

2. For purposes of this subsection, •manure" means any feces, urine, urea, or other 

excrement from livestock and shall also only include: 

a. associated nonhazardous bedding, compost, raw materials, or other nonhazardous 

materials commingled with the excrement, 

b. nonhazardous process water associated with the excrement or materials, or 

c. nonhazardous byproducts, constituents, or substances contained in or originating 

from the excrement, materials, or process water. 

3. This subsection shall not be construed to affect or limit the applicability of any other 

provision of the Oklahoma Agriculture Code. 

 

OKLAHOMA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE (OAC) TITLE 35 
CHAPTER 18. CARCASS DISPOSAL 

 

35:18-1-1. Purpose 

(a) These rules are for regulating the disposal of all domestic animal carcasses in Oklahoma 

pursuant to the provisions of Section 1223 of Title 21 of the Oklahoma Statutes. 

(b) The owner of any domestic animal shall be required to dispose of its carcass within twenty-

four (24) hours after notice or knowledge of the animal's death. 

(c) These rules shall supercede any other rules related to carcass disposal in Title 35 of the 

Oklahoma Administrative Code, except for those related to licensed managed feeding 

operations pursuant to 35:17-3-17. These rules shall not apply to wildlife, but may be used as 

guidance in disposal of wildlife animal carcasses. 

 

35:18-1-2. Definitions 

   The following words or terms, when used in this Chapter, shall have the following meaning, 

unless the context clearly indicates otherwise: 

   "Burial" means a process by which an animal carcass is disposed of by placement within an 

excavation into the soil or upon the soil surface where it is then covered by soil material. 

   "Composting" means the natural biological degradation of plant and animal matter in a 

controlled, well-aerated system. 

   "Domestic animal" means any cattle, bison, horses, sheep, goats, asses, mules, swine, 

domesticated rabbits, chickens, turkeys, other domesticated fowl, and any animal or bird in 

captivity. 

   "Incineration" means the controlled and monitored combustion of animal carcasses for the 

purposes of volume reduction and pathogen control and the final product is reduced to ashes. 

   "Landfill" means a solid waste disposal site permitted or approved by the Oklahoma 

Department of Environmental Quality. 

   "NRCS" means Natural Resources Conservation Service, an agency in the United States 

Department of Agriculture. 
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   "Owner" means any person who has possession of a domestic animal by ownership, rent, 

hire, loan, or otherwise. This definition includes, but is not limited to, an owner or caretaker of an 

animal and any person who owns or is in control of land on which an animal carcass is found. 

   "Rendering" means the process or business of recycling animal carcasses and animal by 

products. 

 

35:18-1-3. Unlawful acts 

   It shall be unlawful for the owner of any domestic animal to leave or deposit, or cause to be 

left or deposited, the carcass of any domestic animal in any well, spring, pond, or stream of water; 

or leave or deposit the carcass within one-fourth (1/4) mile of any occupied dwelling or of any 

public highway, without burying or disposing of the carcass pursuant to the provisions of this 

Chapter. 

 

35:18-1-4. Methods of disposal 

   A domestic animal carcass may be stored in a freezer until such time as the owner is able to 

dispose of the carcass in one of the following methods: 

(1) Burial shall only be used to dispose of a domestic animal carcass if the soil and site conditions 

are suitable and if no other reasonable alternative exists. 

(A) Specific measures and practices shall be utilized to protect the ground and surface 

waters of the state. The local NRCS office may be available with initial evaluation or an 

owner may use the NRCS web soil survey tool to perform a desktop site evaluation, but 

actual site conditions shall be the determining factor when evaluating a site's suitability for 

burial of a domestic animal carcass. 

(B) Requirements for burial of a domestic animal carcass are as follows: 

(i) Burial of a domestic animal carcass requires the construction of a pit or trench. 

(ii) A burial pit or trench shall not be located closer than one (1) foot vertically 

above the flood plain or within two (2) feet of the water table or bedrock. 

(iii) A burial pit or trench shall not be located within three hundred (300) feet of a 

well, waters of the state, neighboring residences, public areas, or property lines. 

(iv) A burial pit or trench shall not be located along any stream or ravine where a 

domestic animal carcass may become exposed through erosion of the soil, or where 

the land is at any time subject to overflow. 

(v) After placing a domestic animal carcass in a pit or trench, the carcass shall be 

covered with a minimum of two and one-half (2 ½) feet of soil. 

(vi) A burial pit or trench shall be mounded so water does not pond on the mounded 

area. 

(vii) A burial pit or trench shall be routinely inspected to add additional soil, if 

necessary, and to ensure that animals are not scavenging, digging, or dragging away 

a domestic animal carcass. 

(viii) Surface rainwater shall be directed to flow away or around the burial pit or 

trench. 

(2) Composting of a domestic animal carcass may be utilized as a method of carcass disposal if the 

following requirements are met: 
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(A) The composting process shall be managed at all times to be practically odorless, 

prevent fly larvae development, prevent animal depredation and prevent leaching of waste 

material which may cause water or soil contamination. 

(B) A domestic animal carcass shall be reduced to brittle, easily broken bone after 

composting. 

(C) A minimal peak temperature of 130 degrees Fahrenheit shall be achieved during the 

composting process to produce pathogen free compost. 

(3) A domestic animal carcass may be disposed of in a self-contained, closed incinerator. An air 

quality permit from the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality may be required. 

(4) A domestic animal carcass may be disposed of in a landfill approved to dispose of animal 

carcasses by the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality. 

(5) A domestic animal carcass may be disposed of by delivering to a rendering facility within 

twenty-four (24) hours of death, unless the carcass has been refrigerated or frozen. 

(6) A domestic animal carcass, other than poultry, may be disposed of by above ground burial. 

(A) Specific measures and practices shall be utilized to protect the ground and surface 

waters of the state. The local NRCS office may be available with initial evaluation or an 

owner may use the NRCS web soil survey tool to perform a desktop site evaluation, but 

actual site conditions shall be the determining factor when evaluating a site's suitability for 

above ground burial of a domestic animal carcass. 

(B) Requirements for above ground burial of a domestic animal carcass are as follows: 

(i) Above ground burial of a domestic animal carcass requires the construction of a 

trench. The trench shall have an approximate depth of 24 inches. There shall be a 

carbon source placed in the trench at an approximate depth of 12 inches. The 

domestic animal carcass shall be placed on the carbon layer and covered with a soil 

cap. A suitable vegetative layer shall be planted or seeded on the soil cap. 

(ii) The domestic animal carcass layer shall be a maximum of two feet deep. 

(iii) An above ground burial trench shall not be located closer than one (1) foot 

vertically above the flood plain or within two (2) feet of the water table or bedrock. 

(iv) An above ground burial trench shall not be located within three hundred (300) 

feet of a well, waters of the state, neighboring residences, public areas, or property 

lines. 

(v) An above ground burial trench shall not be located along any stream or ravine 

where a domestic animal carcass may become exposed through erosion of the soil, 

or where the land is at any time subject to overflow. 

(vi) After placing a domestic animal carcass in an above ground burial trench, the 

carcass shall be covered with a minimum of two and one-half (2 ½) feet of soil. If 

this is not attainable, fencing may be required around the trench area to ensure 

protection from animals. 

(vii) An above ground burial trench shall be mounded so water does not pond on 

the mounded area. 

(viii) An above ground burial trench shall be routinely inspected to add additional 

soil, if necessary, and to ensure that animals are not scavenging, digging, or 

dragging away a domestic animal carcass. 

(ix) Surface rainwater shall be directed to flow away or around the above ground 

burial trench. 
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35:18-1-5. Variances 

   Variances from these rules shall only be granted by the Department on a case by case basis. 

The granting of a variance shall not act as a precedent for any other case, whether similar or not. In 

each case where a variance is granted, the decision shall be thoroughly documented. 

 

 

TITLE 27A. ENVIRONMENTAL AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
Chapter 1 - Oklahoma Environmental Quality Act 

 

Section 1-1-201 -Definitions 

10. Pollution" means the presence in the environment of any substance, contaminant or pollutant, 

or any other alteration of the physical, chemical or biological properties of the environment or 

the release of any liquid, gaseous or solid substance into the environment in quantities which 

are or will likely create a nuisance or which render or will likely render the environment harmful 

or detrimental or injurious to public health, safety or welfare, or to domestic, commercial, 

industrial, agricultural, recreational, or other legitimate beneficial uses, or to livestock, wild 

animals, birds, fish or other aquatic life, or to property. 

 

TITLE 4. ANIMALS 
 

Section 4-85.1 Definitions  

As used in this act, "domestic animals" shall include all domestic animals including, but not limited 

to, cattle, bison, hogs, sheep, goats, equidae, chickens or other poultry and exotic livestock.  The 

term "domestic animals" shall not include dogs and cats. 

 

NOTE - Interpretation: No animal or poultry carcasses are allowed to lay in air, land, or waters 

of the state and naturally decompose. Carcasses should be properly disposed of by one of the 

methods listed on the front page of this document. 
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MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE LANDFILLS 

County Facility Name Phone Accepts Dead 

Livestock 

BECKHAM Elk City Municipal Landfill (580) 225-3246 No 

BECKHAM Sayre Municipal Landfill (580) 928-3420 No 

CANADIAN OEMA Landfill (405) 483-5402 Yes 

CARTER Southern OK Regional Disposal Landfill (580) 226-1276 Yes 

COMANCHE City of Lawton Landfill (580) 581-3468 Yes 

COMANCHE Ft. Sill Landfill (580) 442-3266 No 

GARFIELD City of Enid Landfill (580) 616-7382 Yes 

GARVIN Pauls Valley Landfill (405) 238-2012 Yes 

GRADY Southern Plains Landfill (405) 785-2060 Yes 

JACKSON City of Altus Landfill (580) 477-0120 Yes 1,3 

KAY Ponca City Landfill (580) 767-0417 Yes 1,3 

LINCOLN Center Point Landfill (405) 567-3806 Yes 

MAJOR Red Carpet Landfill (580) 776-2255 Yes 1,2 

MCCLAIN Newcastle Landfill (Pinecrest) (405) 387-9745 No 

MCCURTAIN City of Broken Bow Landfill (580) 584-9445 Yes 

MCCURTAIN McCurtain County (Idabel) Landfill (580) 286-5216 No 

MUSKOGEE Muskogee Security Landfill (918) 682-7284 Yes 3 

NOBLE Northern OK Disposal (580) 628-2445 Yes 

OKLAHOMA OKC Landfill (405) 745-3002 Yes 4 

OKLAHOMA SE OKC Landfill (405) 672-7379 Yes 

OKLAHOMA East Oak Sanitary Landfill (405) 427-1112 Yes 

OKMULGEE Elliott Construction (Okmulgee) Landfill (918) 733-2846 Yes 

OSAGE American Environmental Landfill (918) 245-7786 Yes 

OSAGE Osage Landfill (918) 336-3159 Yes 4 

PAYNE Stillwater Landfill (405) 387-9745 

ext. 201 

Yes 

PITTSBURG City of McAlester Landfill (918) 421-4967 No 

PITTSBURG Alderson Regional Landfill (918) 426-0985 Yes 1 

PONTOTOC City of Ada Municipal Landfill (580) 436-1403 Yes 1 

PUSHMATAHA Clinton Lewis Construction Landfill (580) 298-3729 No 

SEMINOLE Sooner Land Management Landfill (405) 257-6108 No 

SEQUOYAH Sallisaw Solid Waste Disposal Facility (918) 775-4127 Yes 

TULSA Quarry Landfill (918) 437-7773 No 

WOODWARD NW OK Solid Waste Disposal Authority (580) 256-3975 No 

 

Some landfills require prior notification before delivery of dead livestock.  It is recommended you contact the facility 

before transporting any carcasses to the landfill. 

Some landfills require documentation to be completed and signed concerning livestock’s cause of death which could 

require a 24-hour time period. 
1 prefers low volume, 1 or 2 at a time 
2 less than 10 
3 may accept, call to inquire before coming 
4 may limit quantity 

Landfills are regulated by DEQ.  Visit their website for an updated list: https://www.deq.ok.gov/wp-content/uploads/land-

division/active_waste_facilities.pdf.  This list was contacted by AEMS staff to determine acceptance of dead livestock.

https://www.deq.ok.gov/wp-content/uploads/land-division/active_waste_facilities.pdf
https://www.deq.ok.gov/wp-content/uploads/land-division/active_waste_facilities.pdf
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