
USDA Definition of Total THC 
 
“Total THC” is the post-decarboxylation value of THC, either after testing with gas 
chromatography or LC after using a conversion factor. LC does not use decarboxylation 
as part of the process and this addition is to account for the conversion of THCA into 
THC if decarboxylation was part of the process. The addition of 87.7 percent of THCA is 
applicable if the testing laboratory uses LC with detection to measure the THC. Total 
THC is the measured THC plus 87.7 percent of THCA. 
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